
'U stir · protest ·.in. 
ew ·York . counti~s, 
t AA: won't· act "'\.: 

Reports blamed on flying hOaxers .. : 
By j~,~ ~cft.t~tz . . . · . . "He · tracked it · to ·st~r~_vi!J~ 

· New York Times News Service . airport," the sergeant said, "It was a. 
. ·group of light planes .. . They fly ·.in· 

· NEW CASTLE, N;Y. _: : The formation. The ·· .. undersides . jifid~ 
. public .hearing was plodding along under the wings ar~ painted bl~ck,! 
routinely ·· at . the Town .. Hall one ·so they can't be seen : from'·, the) 
night last mmith. . ·.) .. · ·.· · ground. The planes are rigged .with' 

.. AJI of a sudden, a cop t;utst in bright lights that th~y can .. t~ 
yelling: 'The UF01

S he,re! .The UFO's ·from one color to a not~ er. · Ifs J~e~ · 
here!' " said Peter A. Brandenberg, lights that give the shape to the' 
a 43-year.()ld real. estate developer. UFO. · · · ... · ...... ;, 
"Everyone jumped up and . jolted · "The trooper spoke to ·a cqtipf.e_ · 
out. We went flying do~n the stairs ·of the pilotS, . and they're getting :a 
to see this thing, just staring at .. it." big · kitk out.· of . it. Thete's ·riri· 

On a night before that, William· · ~iolation of the ·taw here:~· . · ;· .. )'/. 
A. Pollard was driving along Inter- ·. He refused to give the name. of 
state· 84 near Br~wstet. · the ~rooper or. of . the pilots_ ,..t~~ 

"My neighbors said they hacJ trooper ~poke to .. The. alrpor,~. -_a 
seen something,'; said Pollard, ·29, small field in Dtitchess County; wa~: . 
the manager of an automobile · ~eserted the other evening. J:'l~ig[: 
service center. "I said, -veah, yeah,' hors bid they had seen no actiYl~ 
yeah.' I never believed in that stuff. Ol:l ~ecent nights. . . . ~ .. >: 
But off in a field I saw this gigantic · . · But for many people, qu~stiQ~ 
triangle. with lights,. about 30 .feet remain. Some wondered how . 11~ 
off the ground - hovering. Then it p_Hmes could hover over an .obJe~ 
turned off its lights and shot or. how they could shoot straight t.tll 
straight up - straight .up! Th~t's into the air. Others said that th~ 
when I said, 'Whoa! Wait a iniiltlte had seen the hoaxers but that th~)! 

. here!'" · · :. had also seen. something di(f~rent; 
Throughout northern Westches- "I've seen tflose jerks five or · ~t~ 

ter County, Dutchess and Putnain times," Pollard _said of the pilots 
Counties and western Connecticut .. flying· in formation. "They wer~ 
this·summer; thousands .of residents · ~·othing like what ·I saw the ftt 
have reported strange obj~cts t1 time, nothing like. it at all.'' . · · ~· 
the sky- each usually in a V-shap~ . . · Many residents want a thorouglt 
or a circle, about the size of a Jr.·.'~stigation ·by the Federal A vi~~ 
football . field , absolutely noiseless· tion Administration. But the agen~ 
and outlined in brilliant. lights of does not seem interested. ··· ~:;. 
white, red or green. · . . . ·- "Why would we care about ~-

At night, the curious sometimes UFO?" asked Louis Achitoff, ~· :~ 
crow~ the Tacontc Parkway, _ a spokesman· for the eastern re~H~It 
prime site for viewing. A hot line of the FAA, in an interview. " If ~h;& 
has been set up in Westchester- to pilot's up 'there with a clearanct:\ 
field inquiries. ·And in · shopping and at the right altitude, we don1 

centers and at parties, the talk is of . care what planet he comes from: :.. 
a secret weapon or of close encoun-
ters. · 

ResidentS were angry when told~ 
of the F AA comment. :·;-

The·state police· say the "object" "That's horrendous," Lunn said ~: 
is really five or six small ·planes "That thing's not flying over tf)e:1 

flying in tight formation as part of FAA. Well, it's flying over my house 
a hoax .. Some residents are not so . and my treetops and I want to knd~ 

· sur~. And others say that if ·that for · sure what it .is:" ' J: 
/' reaJly is the case, authorities ought .Pressed for additional 'comment,. 

to put an end to it. · · · ·.Timothy L. Hartnett, the deput~· 
"If it's not a UFO," said lrene director of the Eastern region o A" 

• · Lun·rt of Mahopac, "I want to know the F AA, said of tne hoaxers that> 
exactly what it is ·and what it's there were no regulations· prohibit~ 
doing around .here. Arid I wani it ing planes from flying in formation~· 

. stopped." · · ' . - · · · tn an effort to pull togethet 
Lunn was among .those· who information, Peter A. Gersten, a 

reported the most recent sighting, criminal lawyer who has madEi 
this past Monday nig~t. She was sightings from .his Peekskill apart~ 

. coming home from the superma~- ment, organized a meeting at . th~ 
ket at 9 p.m. ~ith her ~year-old Henry H. WelJes school in BrewsterJ 
daug~ter, Erica, when, .she·said, "I Jje has invited UFO experts ana 
saw It over a pond on a nearby ·tocal officials. . · · 
farm, big~ e?ough ·to just clear the . . Among those attending will be i: 

. tre~s,- · trav~hng s~uth. • . . , · . · Alien Hynek, who is a retired head 
· It wasn .tan air,plane, tt w~.sn t ~ of the ·astronomy department at 

. hel.icopter; It .wasn .~a ~ang ghder, Northwestern .' University, for!'!et· 
Lunn went ;:.on. There was no. associate 'director of the Smithson• 
.so'~nd aran, you cotild hear the _ ian Astropliysical. Observatory an<t 
CriCkets. . . . . . . . - ~ . . former consultant to the Air Force· 

· . She·:desci'ibed an object ''about 'on UFOs. ' ·~ 
three-quarters the size of my house, . Iiynek, the head of ·the Cente~ 
with an . l.rshaped structure s~~- for UFO Studies, a private grouJ) · 
pended underpeath it." that acts as .a clearinghouse fof 
. "It actually ~topjled over the UFO reports, said, "When you havEt 

house," Ltinn said. "At one point;· all highly trained technical people, 
the ligh~ went greenr then red, lawyers, CP As, government people 

'. then they went.:b~cJ;t . to a pattern of seeing what they're seeing, yotr 
•, green and ted and white. l felt like have to look into it." .: 

it was lettipg us know it knew we · The experts should have plent1. 
were watching it. That was scary. It of. ·photographs to study at th~. 
went on 'for .ab9ut 10 . minutes." meeting.. ·. . · 
· The state and local police. are "We're seeing .quite a few UFQ, 

flooded with calls every time the . pictures,v said Greg Dunlap, 22, the. 
·objects are seen. Many of the manager· of · CPI Photo Finish id 
.sightings have been reported ·by · Yorktown. "People come in and' 
police officers ori patrol. . ha'nd. you' the film and say: · ·s~ 

. .' One officer, according to Sgt. careful with these. Wd ran outsid{ 
·· Kenneth V;. Spiro of Troop K ot the with our · camera · because some"' 

state police, which is responsible thing was flying over our house.' IC 
for the area in which sightings have breaks up th~ day for us. You ger 
been, followed the object. tired of seeing Hawaii.'' 


